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Information Sheet for GPs 

Understanding patient views and experiences of the IDENTIfication of PALLiative care 

needs (IDENTI-Pall) 

This information sheet is about a qualitative interview study that is being conducted at the 

University of Sheffield, led by Dr Sarah Mitchell. We are asking GPs (and other healthcare 

professionals based in general practice) within Sheffield CCG to identify suitable patients for this 

study. 

What is the aim of the study? 

The overall aim of the study is to investigate the views and perceptions of patients with incurable 

illness about the identification of their supportive and palliative care needs. There is very little 

research that considers how the patient feels about being identified as needing palliative care. As 

palliative care identification screening tools become more common in general practice, we feel this 

research is very important.  

What will the study involve?  

We are aiming to carry out a single interview with 10-12 patients (January-March 2022). A family 

member or carer may be present at the interview alongside the patient if they wish. The interview 

will explore views and experiences of being identified as needing palliative care and what this has 

meant for patients, whether positive or negative. Interviews will be informal, and are expected to 

last 40-60 minutes. 

What do I need to do? 

We are asking clinicians to introduce the study to eligible patients during a routine consultation, or 

by telephone or email. Participant information will be made available (1) electronically so it can be 

sent to patients and/or family members via text or email, and (2) in paper form for those who would 

prefer this to be sent to them by post. Participant information will include telephone and email 

contact details for the research team. Potential participants will be invited to contact the research 

team to express an interest in taking part in the study. Alternatively, potential participants will be 

asked to give their consent verbally, or by text or email, to their contact details being shared with 

the research team so that we can contact them directly.  

 

Which patients are eligible to take part?  

Adults (aged over 18 years) with advanced serious illness who are under your care (within Sheffield 

CCG) who either:  

● Receive specialist palliative care services  
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● Are aware of (had discussions about) palliative care, including inclusion on the practice 

palliative care register  

What will happen to the information that is collected? 

We will keep patient information strictly confidential for as long as is necessary for the research. 

Data will only be seen by members of the research team and will be destroyed at the end of the 

project.  Any personal information provided during the interview will be anonymised, We may use 

anonymised quotes in publications, for future research and in the development of future 

educational resources.  

Who has ethically reviewed and approved the research? 

This study has been reviewed and given a favourable opinion by North of Scotland (1) Research 

Ethics Committee  

Who can I contact for more information?  

If you would like to know more about this study, or if you have any questions, please contact: 

Principal Investigator: 

Dr Sarah Mitchell, University of Sheffield  

Email: s.j.mitchell@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this information.  
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