
 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
  
In the PCS ’Annual Business Plan we said that we would “continue to support and embed research into 
Primary Care in Sheffield”.  Specifically, we stated that our aim was to set Sheffield as a centre of primary 
care excellence and to draw funding into General Practice, opening up opportunities to progress into 
commercial studies in the future. 
 
Over the last few months, we have signed a collaboration agreement to support the delivery of CANAssess 
(a randomised control trial looking at cancer patients’ needs assessments in Primary Care) and we are in 
negotiation about a second large study.  We have formed a research collaboration with the CCG and the 
University of Sheffield, launching a single webpage to share research information on behalf of all 3 
organisations (Research Webpage link) We have also employed a small team to develop our Research 
Office to support practices: Dr Jon Dickson is our Clinical Lead for Research, Mishell Cunningham is our 
Clinical Research Nurse and Mel Myhill is our Research Programme Manager.   
 
Jon has produced a short introductory video (Watch here) 

 
Currently, we have 3 high-performing CRN research clusters in the city and a good support network from 
the CCG.  However, it is evident that nationally neither the investment nor research focus is centered on 
Primary Care.  As such, the majority of research occurs in secondary care and is distanced from primary and 
community providers. 1 in 8 hospital consultants are research active, whereas only 1 in 240 GPs are 
research active.  
 
The investment in primary care research from the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) is only 
£680kpa for Yorkshire and Humber, from a budget of over £25m and the vast majority of commercial 
studies are centered in secondary care.  Subsequently, primary care is often not prioritised in medical 
innovation and developments and to combat this trend, we have three aims in supporting research: 
 
1.     Increase research capacity in Primary Care 
2.     Increase income to General Practice from research 
3.     Increase our professional standing in research 

 

https://www.primarycaresheffield.org.uk/research-collab
https://vimeo.com/470148181/f29a14e74f


To progress our commitment for increasing research activity, we are keen to establish and coordinate a 
city-wide offer.  We have either attended, or have a date set to attend, Locality meetings, Cluster meetings 
and the PCN Clinical Directors meeting to discuss our ambition and our approach.  Included below is a 
diagram of what we think the model could look like.   

 
Early feedback has been supportive of the proposal, but we want to ensure that as many people as possible 
have a chance to feed into, and shape, the development of our research ambition and our priorities.  The 
linked survey provided below should take no more than 15 minutes to complete and is your opportunity to 
tell us what you want, to highlight any concerns and tell us your ideas so that it shapes our future 
design.  Our hope is that the solution we design will complement and strengthen the great research that 
already exists in Sheffield practices and work at all the various scales of delivery. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like a conversation to discuss ideas further, then please feel free to 
email us at pcs.research@nhs.net   
 

The link for the survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TRDSGP3 
 
With best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Steve Knight 
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