
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

| 3 June 2020 | 
 

Please share this bulletin with GPs and Practice Nurses within your practice 

 

Welcome to today’s COVID-19 bulletin. We hope you are all looking after 

yourselves. As always, we are appreciative of the hard work and dedication 

you are all showing in managing this crisis and continuing to deliver health care 

to the people of Sheffield, thank you. 
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FOR INFORMATION 

FOR INFO: Sheffield Antibody Testing in Primary Care – Update 

COVID19 
DAILY BULLETIN 

 



It is anticipated that antibody testing for primary care staff will commence by 
5th June.  We are just finalising the web portal that will be used for registering 
referrals and the ICE requesting and reporting processes and will circulate final 
details as soon as they are available. 
 
For the first week or so, laboratory capacity will be limited to a maximum of 
60-70 tests per day but we anticipate being able to increase this very quickly 
once the service is up and running. 
  
The service is open to all staff to register but because of the limited numbers 
we will initially be targeting staff who are in higher risk groups, including: 

• BAME 

• male over 45 

• female over 50 
   
Please note that NHSE have stated clearly that “it is important to reiterate that 
the science is currently uncertain and a positive test result for antibodies only 
means than an individual has had COVID-19. There is currently no evidence to 
show it means someone cannot be re-infected with the virus, or pass it on to 
others, or have protective immunity. All infection prevention and control 
measures must continue to be in place irrespective of the presence of 
antibodies. Public Health England are conducting a study to establish whether 
antibodies detected by this test do indicate immunity to COVID-19”. 
 
FOR INFO: COVID-19: management of staff and exposed patients and 
residents in health and social care settings (Updated 31st May) 
Please find below the link to the published Healthcare Worker guidance 
regarding actions following positive test and trace results and what to do if 
identified as a contact. This has been updated in light of the test and trace 
guidance and added guidance for risk assessment of staff in the event of PPE 
breaches. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-
exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings 
 

FOR INFO: Survey - COVID-19 Communications 
Over the last few months we have changed the way we have been 
communicating with practices as we responded to COVID-19. This included 
more regular e-bulletins and a dedicated intranet resources page for primary 
care. 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings&data=02%7C01%7CMike.Gent%40phe.gov.uk%7Cb4e02bfd3d744770e27808d8058b2210%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637265442434441178&sdata=775wzhhveN%2BbyNHnHId3uZsZ88ghsbh5fu%2F5ylZ5hY8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings&data=02%7C01%7CMike.Gent%40phe.gov.uk%7Cb4e02bfd3d744770e27808d8058b2210%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637265442434441178&sdata=775wzhhveN%2BbyNHnHId3uZsZ88ghsbh5fu%2F5ylZ5hY8%3D&reserved=0


We are interested in feedback from you on our COVID-19 communications and 
have developed a short survey which will help us plan our communications 
going forward. 
Please take the survey here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PriCareCovidComms  
We thank you in advance for your feedback. 
 

FOR INFO: Sheffield Dementia Community COVID-19 Response Project 

As part of the citywide response to supporting vulnerable people during the 

pandemic, Sheffield CCG is funding a new time-limited community dementia 

response project. This is in additional to currently commissioned dementia 

services.   

 

The project (based with Age UK) will contact people living with dementia 

(and/or their family carers) though an initial telephone call to identify support 

needs and offer initial information and advice, with a focus on living well (and 

safely) with dementia during the pandemic. After addressing any 

urgent/immediate needs Age UK will then refer people on to community 

dementia provision to meet ongoing dementia-related need and help them 

stay safe and maintain independence.  They will also refer carers to Sheffield 

Carers Centre, where some additional carer adviser resource has been funded 

for carers of people with dementia. 

 

Sheffield CCG will contact Practices this week with further information about 

how you can run a quick output report from System1/EMIS, with the details of 

your dementia patients that the project will need. This information will be 

shared via CCG/Sheffield City Council, using the same COVID-19 information 

governance legislation as for identifying Shielded patient details. 

 

For more information, you can contact Liz Tooke, Dementia Strategy Project 

Manager (liz.tooke@nhs.net; 07980 948809) 

 

FOR INFO: The NHS is here for you and your family - new primary care 

communications materials 

NHS E/I have added further communications materials to the Campaign 

Resource Centre to support the public message that the NHS is here for people 

and their families. Please use these materials through your web and social 

media channels. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PriCareCovidComms
mailto:liz.tooke@nhs.net
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mhinjl-juirqthdl-z/
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mhinjl-juirqthdl-z/


FOR INFO: NHSE/I GP webinar 

NHSE/I are holding a GP webinar on Thursday 4 June, 5-6pm. Please follow the 

link for details - GP Webinar with Nikki Kanani and Ed Waller 

 

 

FOR INFO: UPDATE - Research study to test how well a new vaccine works 

against COVID-19 - attachment 

As we told you on Monday, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals and the University of 

Sheffield are involved in a number of national and local COVID-19 research 

studies to understand and support how we manage, treat and prevent 

infection.   

One of the trials the Trust is about to start is a large multi-site study being led 

by Oxford University regarding the use of a potential vaccine.  

This study involves at least 18 sites in the UK including Sheffield Teaching 

Hospitals and will enable us to assess how well people involved in care and 

healthcare delivery might be protected against COVID-19 with the new 

ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 vaccine. The study will also provide valuable information on 

safety aspects of the vaccine and how well participants’ immune systems 

respond to immunisation with the vaccine.  

Registration is now open until the end of June and the study is looking for 

volunteers who are NHS staff, have a Sheffield postcode and are aged between 

18 and 55 years old.  If you would like to volunteer, it is important that you 

read the study information letter (attached to this email) and follow the 

instructions given how to register for screening. 

You can also contact Dr Michelle Horspool, Deputy Director of Research for 

more information.  

  

USEFUL LINKS 

NHS Covid19 | CCG Intranet | Past bulletins | 

Email us 
 

https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mhinjl-juirqthdl-s/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/latest-coronavirus-advice.htm
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/updates-for-practices.htm
mailto:sheccg.comms@nhs.net?subject=Covid19+bulletin

