
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 May 2020 
 

Please share this bulletin with all clinical staff, including GPs/nurses/locums 

within your practice 

 

Welcome to today’s COVID-19 bulletin. Thank you for another week of hard work. 

We hope you can take some time this weekend to relax. 

 

TODAY’S CONTENT 

• FOR ACTION: 2 week wait referrals remain open 

• FOR INFO: Sheffield Palliative Care Pharmacies stock update 

• FOR INFO: Ethical framework for difficult decision making is live 

• FOR INFO: Hydroxycarbamide prescribing and monitoring 

• FOR INFO: Yorkshire and the Humber screening and immunisation team 

update 

• FOR INFO: CCG safeguarding team offer 

• FOR INFO: Dementia support during covid-19 

• FOR INFO: Swabbing service update – service extended  

 
FOR ACTION 

2 week wait (2WW) referrals remain open 

We would like to highlight that all cancer pathways remain open to 2WW referrals so 

please refer if appropriate. Some patients are opting not to be referred or after 

referral to delay diagnostic tests. CRUK have published a covid-19 version of their 

safety netting guidance to GPs to help ensure they document appropriately and 

make sure patients are not missed. Please see attached the CRUK document. 
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FOR INFORMATION 

Sheffield palliative care pharmacies stock update 

From the palliative care stock list held by our palliative care pharmacies the following 

commonly used medicines at end of life are now in stock at most of our pharmacies: 

 

• Morphine 10mg/ml injection 

• Midazolam 10mg/2ml injection 

• Haloperidol 5mg/ml injection 

• Levomepromazine 25mg/ml injection 

• Hyoscine Butylbromide 20mg/ml injection 

 

The exceptions to this are:  

 

Levomepromazine 25mg/ml injection is currently unavailable at the following 

pharmacies:   

• Asda Pharmacy 1 Market Street Chapeltown, S35 2UW 

• Asda Pharmacy Asda Supermarket Handsworth Road, S13 9BN 

• Hillsborough Pharmacy 58-60 Holme Lane Hillsborough, S6 4JQ 

• Lloyds Pharmacy (Sainsbury’s) Archer Road Millhouses, S8 0TD 

 

Haloperidol Injection 5mg/ml injection is currently unavailable at the following 

pharmacies: 

• Tesco Pharmacy Tesco Superstore Abbeydale Drive, S7 2QB 

 

Stock levels fluctuate so it is advisable to contact the pharmacy in advance of 

sending a prescription.  

 

Any problems email: helentaylor5@nhs.net. 

 

Ethical framework for difficult decision making is live 

An ethical framework data entry template has been created within System1 and 

EMIS Web to support clinicians with difficult decisions. The template is active now 

and a document has also been produced that can be used alongside the template, 

either to print off for the patient/carer etc. or to be included in any referrals. Please 

see attached a briefing about this from Dr Sarah Mitchell, Clinical Director for End of 

Life Care, Sheffield CCG and Dr Tom Lawy, General Practice Leadership Fellow. 

Also attached are relevant guidance documents. 

 

Hydroxycarbamide prescribing and monitoring 

There is a shared care protocol (SCP) for hydroxycarbamide to be prescribed and 

monitored in primary care for certain specified conditions, with specialist oversight of 

the blood results. However, following review of the process, the haematologists have 

advised that all prescribing and monitoring should be the specialist's responsibility; 

APG has approved reclassification of hydroxycarbamide to a red traffic light drug and 

for the SCP to be retired. Thus all patients currently prescribed in primary care 
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should be referred back to the specialist who will assess on an individual patient 

basis whether the monitoring of FBC can be extended during the covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber screening and immunisation team update 

Please see attached for an update from the Yorkshire and Humber screening and 

immunisation tea. contents include: 

 

• COVID-19   

• Managing vaccine stock during the COVID-19 crisis  

• BCG vaccine and COVID-19  

• Single dose of HPV vaccine: call for evidence from JCVI  

• Flu vaccine ordering 2020/21  

 

CCG safeguarding team offer 

The CCG safeguarding team are providing a time limited offer of support to all GP 

practices across Sheffield during the pandemic. The offer includes: 

 

• Obtaining and sharing relevant information on all family members for 
initial, pre-birth and review case conferences. 

• Obtaining and sharing relevant information on all involved parties for Multi-
Agency Risk Assessment Conferences for Domestic Abuse (MARAC’s) 
where deemed essential. 

• Retrieving relevant family information following a child death for uploading 
on the electronic Child Death Overview Panel database (eCDOP) 

• Obtaining and sharing relevant information for safeguarding adult referrals 
and Section 42 enquiries. 

• Obtaining initial screening information for new Safeguarding Adult Review 
(SAR) / Domestic Homicide Review (DHR) /Child Safeguarding Practice 
Review (CSPR) 

• Obtaining relevant information for completion of potential foster carers’ 
medical reports in order to fast-track potential foster carers. (This would 
also include a telephone conversation with the potential foster carer prior 
to Foster Panel). 

 

For reassurance, all members of the team are senior nurses with enhanced DBS 

checks working to strict CCG & NMC IG and code of practice regulations. Wherever 

possible only one member of the team will request access to the medical records so 

that particular practice will be ‘assigned’ to them. 

 

Following completion of all reports, a copy will be sent to the practice for adding to 

the medical records and a note will be recorded in the records by the nurse 

regarding the access.  

 

Practices can choose whether to accept the offer or not, if the offer is declined the 

requests for any information will be forwarded directly to the practice via their generic 

NHS net e-mail address. If the request is urgent the practice will also be called. 

 



Any practice that has previously taken up the offer but wishes to now withdraw can 

do so by contacting Sue Mace, Head of Safeguarding on susanmace@nhs.net 

 

There are significant concerns nationally about the effect the lockdown is having on 

vulnerable children and families and increased likelihood of harm occurring within 

homes so may we remind all practice staff to remain vigilant and inquisitive for any 

indicators of abuse. Referral routes into safeguarding remain unchanged and the 

team are available for advice at any time via sheffiedccg.safeguardinglac@nhs.net.  

 

Dementia support during covid-19 

It is well recognised that people living with dementia need additional support in 

response to the covid-19 crisis.  Family carers are also likely to be under immense 

pressure at this time.  Sheffield CCG and Sheffield City Council are working with 

Sheffield Dementia Strategy partners to identify the best support for those living with 

dementia and for those caring for people living with dementia. GP practices are of 

course a key part of this support.  

 

Please find attached some useful resources, including a leaflet reminding you about 

the Dementia Advice Service (DAS).   You can contact DAS about how to best 

support someone living with dementia, and also refer someone diagnosed with 

dementia to them and they will link them into the local community dementia provision 

in their area. 

 

You can also find out more about dementia support in Sheffield at: 

• Advice for people living with dementia and their carers/those supporting 

them: www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/dementia  

• Advice for professionals: https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sheffield/our-

services/dementia-advice-sheffield/    

 

Swabbing service update – service extended  

The Sheffield Health and Social Care Swabbing Service is a collaboration between 

Primary Care Sheffield, NHS Sheffield CCG and Sheffield City Council, drawing in 

expertise and resource from Sheffield Children’s and Sheffield Teaching Hospitals. 
 

The 7 days/week service provides drive-through swabbing of front-line workers 

(and/or members of their household) symptomatic of Covid-19. It is hoped that by 

identifying people who test negative early, front-line workers can return to work 

quickly and safely, especially those under 14-day isolation.  

 

The service has now been extended to offer Covid-19 swabbing to people who work 

for one of the organisations listed below, or live in the same household as someone 

who does. 

• Citizens Advice Bureau 

• Dental Practices 

• Shelter   

• Age Better in Sheffield 

• Age UK Sheffield 

mailto:susanmace@nhs.net
mailto:sheffiedccg.safeguardinglac@nhs.net
http://www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/dementia
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sheffield/our-services/dementia-advice-sheffield/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sheffield/our-services/dementia-advice-sheffield/


• SCCCC 

• Burton Street Foundation (working with Mencap Gateway) 

• Sheffield Flourish (Including Mind) 

• Sheffield Alcohol Support Service/Project 6 

• Sheffield Carers 

• Sheffield Young Carers 

• Sheffield Futures 

• Weston Park Cancer Charity 

• Manor and Castle Development Trust   

• ZEST Community 

• Pitsmoor Adventure Playground ( Including ACT & Burngreave Food 

Bank) 

• Ship Shape (working with Sharrow Community Forum)   

• St Mary’s Community Centre 

• REACH 

• Heeley Development Trust (Supported by Heeley City Farm) 

• Stocksbridge Leisure Centre 

• St Timothy’s Community Hall 

• St Columbas Church 

• SOAR Community 

• Firvale Community Hub  

• Flower Estate Family Association   

• City of Sanctuary 

• The Parson Cross Community Development Forum 

• The Furnival 

• SACMHA 

• Disability Sheffield 

• Meadowhead Christian Fellowship & Jordanthorpe Library 

• Darnall Wellbeing 

 

To request swabbing please use this online form managed by Sheffield City Council 

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=158696799675  
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