
To: All GP Practice Managers, Locality Managers and LMC. 

Please note this information is to be shared with GPs and Practice Nurses within your practice 

Message from Sheffield CCG and Primary Care Sheffield - Covid-19 primary care bulletin 24 March 2020 

Dear all, 

Welcome to today’s Covid-19 bulletin. We hope the new measures put in place by the government will see a 

slowdown in the rate of cases. As always, thanks for your hard work. 

Read on for today’s update: 

Prescription duration 

Practices should follow guidance which has been sent out regarding issue of prescription quantity 

and duration.  The current advice is for patients to continue ordering prescriptions as usual, maintaining 

current prescription length.  Stockpiling will exacerbate pressures on prescribed medicine stocks and may 

create shortages.   

There have been particular queries around pre-emptive prescribing in respiratory patients.  You may be aware 

that over the weekend on Facebook and in certain media channels there was talk of 'rescue packs' for asthma. 

This is a measure that the Channel Island of Jersey has chosen to undertake but is not happening in England at 

the time of writing. 

COPD patients who have previously had prescription for rescue/standby medications may be reasonably 
considered to be given a supply.  This should be considered on a case by case basis, however changing 
prescribing habits (e.g. actively searching for all patients) will put pressure on supply.  We are working with 
local Respiratory consultant colleagues to bring you a briefing for patients with asthma/COPD as soon as we 
can. 
 
There have also been questions around End Of Life Care (EOLC).  Prescriptions should continue to be issued at 

the same stage of end of life (i.e. maintain prescribing habits) again so as not to put pressure on the system.  If 

risks have been assessed, anticipatory prescriptions could be issued and dispensed as needed rather than 

medication sitting in care/ patients homes (remembering prescriptions for Controlled drugs are only valid for 

28 days).  If patients can’t get hold of the medicines from their normal pharmacy we have a LCS in place and 

the following pharmacies all keep in palliative care meds in stock.    

Electronic prescribing should be the default method of providing prescriptions. Patients who do not have a 

nominated pharmacy should be asked to do this. Electronic repeat dispensing is an option for those on stable 

and regular medication.   

IT update  

Please see the attached for the latest IT update with information about remote working. 

Identifying those at risk  

Practices are asked to identify those at high risk from covid-19 and pass these on to andy.eames@nhs.net at 

the CCG. These patients will be those who are eligible for a flu jab: over 65s, pregnant women, people with a 

long term condition. 

Care home admissions  

https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/PalliativeCarePharmaciesOpeningHoursNov2013.pdf
mailto:andy.eames@nhs.net


Guidance will be provided shortly on admission thresholds going forward, we are currently awaiting the 

guidance. 

PPE effectiveness  

Oxford COVID-19 Evidence Service 

What is the efficacy of standard surgical face masks compared to respirator masks in preventing Covid-type 

illnesses in clinical staff? 

Short answer and clinical bottom line: A recent meta-analysis by the Chinese Cochrane Centre undertaken in 

the context of the unfolding Covid-19 pandemic provides reassuring data on the safety of standard surgical 

masks. The authors included six RCTs involving 9171 participants. There were no statistically significant 

differences in preventing laboratory-confirmed influenza, laboratory-confirmed respiratory viral infections, 

laboratory-confirmed respiratory infection and influenza-like illness using N95 respirators compared to surgical 

masks. Meta-analysis indicated a protective effect of N95 respirators against laboratory-confirmed bacterial 

colonization (relative risk 0.58). 

Conclusion: Standard surgical masks can be used for clinical interactions with possible Covid patients, so long 

as they do not involve high-risk procedures that expose the user to small airborne particles (e.g. intubation). 

Please see attached for a letter from NHS England about the supply and use of PPE. 

Community phlebotomy  

Due to Covid-19 the STH Community Phlebotomy team have reduced capacity. As a result the team can only 

commit to carrying out urgent bloods, including INR, dmards and any urgent admissions avoidance bloods. If 

you have any issues please contact Active Recovery Operational Lead, Mark Swann on 0114 243 4343 ext. 

78641.  

Update from Primary Care Sheffield  

 As many will now be aware we have closed all but two of the extended access hubs with Sloan and 
Woodhouse operating as potential Covid case hubs over the weekend and with Flowers opening as a 
third Covid case hub yesterday. Activity was beginning to increase over the weekend and we will 
monitor levels with plans in place to open more hubs as the volume of cases increases. 

 

 There have been discussions over recent days to set up a PCN approach with a Covid site in each PCN 
and we are working with EMBED to set up shared appointment rotas for each PCN. This is being 
tested over the next few days. 

 

 For the current time we continue to run the sexual health services as usual and asks that practices 
continue to deliver a normal contraceptive service. We are staff down in the sexual health Hubs at the 
moment so are prioritising emergency contraception, telephone triage/ contraceptive advice, access 
to depot injections and if possible routine LARC. Similarly STH with the sexual health component of 
the service have largely switched to a telephone triage/ remote service and are only seeing patients 
face to face where clinical assessment is essential. 
 

  

 CASES is currently functioning as normal, but with a slight workaround to patient letters, which is 
detailed fully here http://www.primarycaresheffield.org.uk/coronavirus/cases/. This is under constant 
review however, and we will redeploy the staff into front line services as needed over coming weeks. 
 
 

 We have agreed with the council to pause all NHS Health check work until further notice. 

http://www.primarycaresheffield.org.uk/coronavirus/cases/


 

 Vasectomy will carry on business as usual for patients already on the list, with the additional safety 
net of triaging patients to ensure they are symptom free. New referrals are not being accepted at this 
time. 

 

 Due primarily to capacity issues at our provider sites, and in anticipation of a reasonably-sized number 
of patients requiring re-booking elsewhere, we will not be accepting new referrals for 24-hour ECG at 
this time.  
 

 We’ve had to postpone the full roll out of the Hub service for now, but the Clinical Pharmacy Service 
will continue to be delivered to onsite schedules, with some staff working remotely. Newly recruited 
staff will continue to be inducted into the service with PCN’s contacted as this happens to agree 
schedules.  

 

 Physiotherapists remain on site in practices at the moment. We have developed a remote 
consultation policy to allow telephone triage from the surgery rather than seeing face-to-face 
consultations. This will be available to current contracted practices and networks this is covered in 
more detail here http://www.primarycaresheffield.org.uk/coronavirus/first-contact-physiotherapy-
service/ 

 

 As training is delivered in a group setting, we have postponed all CPR and fire safety training courses 
delivered by Primary Training Solutions until May. The team are continuing development work on 
new courses in mental health first aid and Practice administration staff training. 
  

Best wishes   

Primary Care Team 

NHS Sheffield CCG 

722 Prince of Wales Road 

Sheffield 

S9 4EU 

Business Support: 0114 3051325 

Switchboard: 0114 3051000 

Fax: 0114 3051001 

Email: sheffieldccg.primarycare@nhs.net  
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